





SYRIA 


BRIEFS 


LAWYERS OPPOSE MEETING IN CAIRO--The Syrian Lawyers Conference has opposed 
holding a meeting of the permanent office of the Arab Lawyers Federation 

in Cairo because it is not a suitable place for this meeting. The regime 

of Husni Mubarak, the lawyers said, is a major partner in the treasonous 

Camp David plot and is raising the Israeli flag over the land of Egypt, 

thus desecrating the Egyptian soil with the Star of David which is stained 
with the blood of our men, women and children. A statement by the conference 
said that such a meeting would not result in any pan-Arab stand against the 
treasonous Camp David agreements or confront the Zionist invasion especially 
since the meeting would be chaired by the authorities of the Egyptian regime 
which has close relations with the racist Zionist entity and the U.S. 
administration, the enemy of peoples and freedom in the world. The conference 
urged the Syrian Lawyers Association to exert efforts toward taking a 

serious stand commensurate with the threats facing the Arab homeland. 

[Text] [JNO52011 Damascus Domestic Service in Arabic 1915 GMT 5 Aug 82] 


cso: 4400/407 




















TUNISIA 


OPPOSITION PAPER ATTRIBUTES CRITICISM OF PARTY TO MZALI 
Tunis AL-RA'Y in Arabic 25 Jun 82 p 3 


[Text] Ineffectuality: ‘The (Destourtan) Party is ineffectual because it has 
brought together the loafers and the opportunists. The Central Committee is 
weak because its members are not chosen from among the base; rather, they are 
chosen by the members of the Political Bureau." 


This is what the secretary general of the Destourtan Party said at a meeting of 
the Central Committee. n making reference to the disease, he referred to the 
remedy and said: "The change requires the abandonment of sectarianism and nar- 
row loyalties and only in this way will new capabilities come to the fore." 


Let them speak: Thus, the secretary peneral of the party called upon his 
colleagues in the Political Bureau, who were speaking at the meetings of the 
Political Bureau and enthusiastically voicing their positions, to speak out 
and express their position before the members of the Central committee so that 
their positions are clear. 


The "pleasant" tune: <A woman representing the area of Jundubah spoke and 
affirmed that the country is still underdeveloped and that it is not "ripe" 
for pluralism. Those who listened to this tune found in it a trace of the 
former party director who enjoys--or enjoyed--good relations with the area of 
Jundubah. 


The counterecho: But this tune did not meet with a favorable echo despite the 
fact that it was emanating from * gentle voice. 


Mongi Kaabi responded, demanding the general legislative amnesty and pluralism 
and affirming that the salvation and strength of the country require them. 


rhe third "theory": Between this view and that, a third \ ye prominent 
in the Central Committee saying: Pluralism is not the prot the party, 
rather it is the problemof the government. 


Where were they when "voices" were proclaiming: "The party is the state and 


ot 


the state is the party: 


cso: 4504/438 

















TUNISIA 


MUP NATIONAL COUNCIL DISCUSSES POLITICAL, ECONOMIC ISSUES, INTERNAL 
POLICIES 


Tunis LE MAGHREB in French No 56, 15 May 82 pp 26, 27 
[Article by L. A.: "Establishing Alignment With Respect to the Bensalhists" ] 


[Text] The MUP [Popular Unity Movement] held its National Council in the 
Sahel (at Kalaa Kebira) on Sunday 9 May 1982 on the large patio of an Arab- 
style public building which was covered by awnings for the occasion in 
anticipation of possible rain. 


While the National Council of September 1981 debated the modalities and 
conditions for participation in the November 1981 legislative elections, iast 
Sunday's Council was supposed to have evaluated them and entered three major 
points in its agenda: the political report, the report on the activity of 
the newspaper AL-WAHDAH and the structuration of the movement. 


The audience was principally composed of young people (among whom were an 
appreciable number of high school students, college students and workers). 


After having given a historical sketch (the MUP lawsuit in 1977, the events 

of 1978, the 1980 Gafsa movements, etc.) in its preamble, the political 

report dealt with the country's present political situation from two different 
angles. "The rise of popular struggles" on one hand and "consolidation of 
power" on the other. 


Characterizing the economic, social and political situation prevailing in the 
country, the report emphasized the youth problem, the farm workers' 
destitution, the inflation of prices, the aggravation of unemployment, the 
imbalances in foreign trade relations, the rural exodus, the housing crisis, 
the deficiency of the medical system, the inefficiencies of the education 
system which is characterized by specialization, the lack of national education 
and the renewal of violence (especially at the university) which, according to 
the report, is due to the lack of a representative character in the student 
body. 


As for the "so-called opening", it is clearly in retreat. The proof: the 
discharge of the militia leaders, the increased tendencies toward armament, 
the perenniality of anti-constitutional laws, the enrollment attempts of the 














UGTT [Tunisian General Federation of Labor] (through the national front), in 
addition to the trials and imprisonment of Islamists. Because of this, the 
opening is suffering frcem truncated measures (manquhah). 


As for the evaluation of participation in the legislative elections, the 
militant MUP'ists feel that the anticipated objectives were attained, namely 
to make the movement known on the national scale and to take a step toward 
legal recognition. 


The leaders of the movement also urged the militants to become aware of and 
to study the basic texts which constitute the general platform of the 
movement, including the Manifesto which appeared in 1975 and the Charter 

of Democratic Freedoms. 


Second phase: Jalel Azzouna and Med Daoued Laani, the movers behind MUP (II), 
presented a report on the activity of the newspaper AL-WAHDAH. This activity 
is characterized by problems of a financial, technical and distribution 
nature. As for the general line adopted by the newspaper, there is not basic 
objection. Then it was the rank-and-file's turn to speak on several issues, 
national as well as iuternational, ideological as well as political. 


The speeches were varied. This shows that MUP (II) is criss-crossed by 
different currents of ideas. Some emphasized the necessity of clearly opting 
for Arab unity; others, for the unity of the Maghreb. The speeches also 
centered on the refusal to participate in the national election and in any 
kind of national coalition government. 








Still others took the provisional committee (the leadership, of course) to 
task--to be sure, in moderate terms--for having called 1956 an “attainment” 
and emphasized the necessity of taking a firm position with regard to 
imperialism whether American or Soviet. 


In their responses to these different speeches, the leaders of the MUP 

(Med Bel Amor, Jalel Azouna, Mahmoud Tounsi, Mounir Kachoukh) informed the 
rand-and-file that the movement's program was being written and that at the 
proper moment, it would be disseminated to the rank-and-file to be critiqued 
and adapted in a definitive form. For this the leadership's report to the 
rank-and-file would have to be improved with a view to better consultation 
and participation by rank-and-file militants, especially in the regions. 

It was a question of regularizing meetings and organizing periodic contacts 
with a view to debating everything that is not yet settled. 


Here the MUP leaders insisted on continuing the work of structuring the 
movement (by sectors and regions) in order to better coordinate the different 
components of the movement. 


Med Bel Haj Amor centered his speech on three points. On the internal level, 
MUP must establish its alignment with respect to the "bensalhistes" and ensure 
its material, ideological and organizational independence. On the level of 
relations with the opposition movements, MUP will always respect the other 
political trends on the condition that they observe the same attitude. As for 
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the position with respect to power, Bel Haj Amor denied having any official 
political relationship whatever with anyone. 


At the end of the national council the final motion was adopted by the entire 
assembly. Among other things it considers that only a socialist policy which 
has progressive content and guarantees socialist liberties and works for 

social justice, will save the country from its crises. The motion also calls 
for the promulgation of a general amnesty for the abolition of unconstitutional 
laws and decrees (including the press law and the laws on strikes), the 
abolition of emergency courts, and the establishment of a constitutional 
council, the task of which would be to conform laws and decrees to the 

clauses of the constitution. 


It should be noted that the National Council appealed to all progressive 
forces to unite their efforts with a view to forming a progressive front or 
rally. In this context, negotiations seem to be in progress between certain 
Leftist trends and the MUP. 


9380 
cso: 4519/182 
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TUNISIA 





OPPOSITION, LIBERALIZATION, TRADE, FOREIGN RELATIONS DISCUSSED 
Paris AL-MUSTAQBAL in Arabic No 284, 31 Jul 82 pp 30, 31 


[Interview with Prime Minister Mohamed Mzali by Mohamed Rafrafi: ''Tunisia's Prime 
Minister Mzali Tells AL-MUSTAQBAL, ‘We Will Break Relations with the United 
States if the Arabs Agree Unanimously That We Do So' "; date and place not specified] 


[Text] "Our achievements do not constitute heresy. We can- 
not restore Tunisia to pre-1956 conditions." 

"We would prefer that improvements in our relations with 
Libya occur gradually." 

"The only problem we have with Algeria has to do with our 
position on the Sahara." 

"The European Market does not honor the agreement we have 
with it because Arab markets remain closed to each other for 
political reasons." 


Two years after he became prime minister, that is, 2 years after the cnset of 
political liberalization, AL-MUSTAQBAL is interviewing Prime Minister Mohamed 
Mzali to ask him a few questions about what has been accomplished and what will 
be accomplished in the areas of politics and economics. AL-MUSTAQBAL will ask 
questions about Tunisia's relations with the outside world and about its position 
on the gravity of what is happening on the Palestinian and Lebanese scenes. 


Question] A few weeks ago President Bourguiba stated that the victories of the 
Destourian party had not created enemies, but that they had rather created 
rivals. [President Bourguiba also said] that democracy meant that "'the minority 
was to yield to the majority's decision." Do we take this to mean that the 
president was referring to the opposition in Tunisia? And is this opposition the 
minority that is supposed to yield to the decision of the majority? In what 
context is it to yield to that decision? What is the future of the opposition 2 
years after the liberalization that you have established? 


-Answer| Yes, we have our rivals, and I believe they are a minority. It is on 
the basis of this premise that the president thinks that the minority have to 
take the majority's opinion into account. However, the minority is entitled to 
pursue its activities in the hope that it may one day become a majority. This is 
the norm in life and in politics. Thus, we are still preparing the climate, as 
you yourself have stated we've been doing for 2 years, wherein others will be 
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able to express their opinions in newspapers, at meetings and in the context of 
authorized activities. There are recognized parties, and there are parties that 
are actually active. The day may come when the president and the government would 
decide to make these parties legal. But this will be in the context of a national 
honor agreement which the president spoke about at the party's recent emergency 
congress. Among its requirements, this agreement requires that movements, organi- 
zations and parties be financially independent of outside forces and that they 
adhere to the constitution and to the law. A democratic course also requires that 
the existence of a sense of responsibility be the only understanding for freedom. 
This includes freedom of the press, which we believe in. To adhere to the 
agreement of honor newspapers must avoid printing false news. Freedom does not 
mean that everyone can say anything and behave in any manner. Nevertheless, we 
have recognized many newspapers. We have denied many newspapers authorization to 
publish, and we will authorize others to publish. Hence the debate between the 
majority and the minority is a vital debate. A majority cannot remain a majority 
forever, but at the present time, it is the Destourian party that represents the 
majority. Therefore, the Destourian party is the only legal party. This is what 
history has decreed. Thanks to Bourguiba and his historical stature the party has 
been enriched in political terms and in human terms as well. People are still 
attached to their president and to their party. Even some members of the 
opposition are themselves products of the president and offshoots from the party, 
but they left the party for reasons that are too lengthy to explain here. It is 
not conceptual or ideological choices that have set them apart from us. 


[Question] You are not of course referring to the communist party whose ban you 
have lifted, [or are you]? 


‘Answer] Certainly [not], because this party follows a different agenda. 


[Question] What about the Arab Nationalist Rally [RNA] and the Islamic Tendency 
Movement [MTI ]? 


[Answer] These are newcomers to the scene. They are a group of young people. I 
was referring to people who have some political stature. 


[Question] But political pluralism stipulates that intellectual pluralism, which 
does in fact exist--Arab thought, communist thought and Islamic thought--be taken 
into account. Consequently, the party pluralism that you intend to establish 
would be meaningful. 


Answer] The communist movement is an existing and a recognized movement. There 
is also a movement that has not yet come together: the Arab National Movement. It 
is known that we consider ourselves nationalists too, but the other movement... 


Question} Are you referring to the Islamic Movement? 


Answer | Yes. I personally stay away from the activities of the Islamic 
Movement. I consider myself a Muslim, and I subscribe to the tenets cof Isiam. 


‘Question|] But the Islamic Movement is a political movement and not just a reli- 
ZLlOUS ONC..ee- 
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Answer | It is a matter of semantics that makes us describe a movement as 
political. Consequently, anyon: who would disagree politically with that movement 
would be considered a heretic and an atheist by the followers of the movement. 
The principal problem lies in the question of violence. When proponents of this 
movement advocated virtue and forbad evil, we encouraged them. However, some 
members of the movement infringed upon the president: they insulted him in 
mosques and at gatherings, and they encouraged violence inside and outside the 
university. People who espouse violence as one of their principles cannot be 
considered representatives of a movement. [By the : ne token] we cannot regard 
our achievements in liberating women, standardizing .aws and other such accom- 
plishments a sort of heresy. We cannot go back to the Tunisia that existed before 
1956. Not even young people would accept that. 


[Question] What about your position on the Arab Nationalist Rally (RNA)? 


[Answer] All I know is that a good citizen who works as an attorney asked for a 
permit to publish a newspaper. And one of these days he may get that permit. I 
personally have no problem with giving him this permit on the basis of the 
agreement that I spoke to you about. However, inquiries must be made because 
applications of this kind are numerous. We must find out whether (having numerous 
newspapers] would be a good thing and a blessing [for us] or not. Having too many 
newspapers could lead to problems such as those which happened in Lebanon, and we 
would then not know to whom a newspaper belonged and for whose benefit it was 


being published. 
[Question] What about the Popular Unity Movement (MUP)? 
|Answer| It exists. 


[Question | I mean what about the faction that is led from abroad by Ahmed Ben 
Salah? 


| Answer | We've said what we think about this matter. This person, Ahmed Ben 
Salah, escaped from prison under certain conditions. He is welcome to return if 
he wants to. The only problem that exists is that which has to do with settling 
his status with the court. 


Question) In your statement to the National Assembly about the sixth 5-Year 
Plan you stated that achieving the objectives of the plan was subject to 
achieving the economic reforms which you described as fundamental. The oppo-- 
sition, however, thinks that the economic aim of the plan precludes the possi- 
bility of a fundamental change. In the opposition's opinion that fundamental 
change would begin by granting a general amnesty and giving legal sanction to 
opposite points of view. 


'Answer] The question of a general amnesty has been blown out of proportion. The 
president had already issued a law about a special amnesty. Today the rights of 
1,200 citizens have been restored, especially the rights of trade union members 
who have returned to their organization. I personally see no relationship between 
the plan and a general amnesty. 


Question] It was [members of] the opposition that set general amnesty as the 
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condition for their participation in the plan in an advisory capacity. That was 
accompanied by a petition that was signed by 25,000 persons, and it was published 
by AL-RA'Y. 


[Answer] There will always be a group setting conditions such as getting stu- 
dents out of prison, releasing the leaders of trade unions and releasing Achour 
from his emergency detention. All this has happened. Now this group is calling 
for a general amnesty. If that amnesty were granted tomorrow, this group would 
look for another condition. It would ask the government, for example, to abandon 
its position to this group. This is not reasonable. Why don't we consider first 
of all the people and their problems, such as employment and tax reform? The 
opposition, as well as journalists and correspondents, ought to be interested in 
more important matters. The question is not one of amnesty or one of publishing a 
newspaper. This is a question of capabilities: it is a question of concentrating 
efforts and a question of closing ranks even if there were secondary differences. 
This is how matters stand in the Third World. We have distributed 450 million 
Tunisian milliemes to workers cultivating land that belongs to the state; that 
was their share of the profits. Isn't this more than any socialist state has 
offered? Why does the opposition ignore something like that, for example, and pay 
attention only to the general amnesty question or to other questions such as the 
conflict between one minister and another? [The opposition is interested,] for 
example, in who will be the successor: will it be Ahmed Mestiri, official of the 
Movement of Socialist Democrats (MDS) or Ahmed Ben Salah, official of the Popular 
Unity Movement? Members of some movements are saying they will not contribute to 
development unless they take part in government. They should say that quite 
openly without equivocation. 


[Question] With regard to the Israeli invasion of Lebanon Tunisia assumed a firm 
diplomatic position vis a vis the United States and its support for the aggres-— 
sion. This position went so far as to suggest that the Tunisian ambassador might 
be recalled from Washington if Israel's aggression and America's support for it 
were to continue. Can Tunisia by itself break diplomatic relations with the 
United States? 


[Answer] Tunisia would not find such a position difficult, especially if the PLO 
requested it, and provided that the decision to break diplomatic relations with 
the United States were a unanimous Arab decision. We have not yet seen a unified 
Arab position, and we find this painful. It undermines the Arabs and particularly 
the Palestinian Revolution. I hope the Arabs will soon realize that it is 
necessary to assume a position before it is too late. This position that we are 
referring to is that of applying pressure on Israel and especially on Israel's 
friends. To be more specific, the United States, which has clout and influence 
with Israel, is to be persuaded that its interests, the interests of the West in 
veneral and the interests of peace in the area in particular require that Israel 
not be allowed to pursue its barbaric behavior against the Palestinian and the 
Lebanese people while the world stands still. Today we think that the best stance 
is a collective one. Therefore Tunisia is placing its vote and its efforts both 
today and tomorrow alongside the Revolution. Tunisia can thus help the Revolution 
and ward off the danger that is threatening it. I personally am not afraid for 
the Palestinian Revolution because it has a body and a soul. Parts of its body 
may be wounded, but its spirit will remain alive. Therefore no matter how deter- 
mined the enemy is to murder and exterminate [the followers of] the Palestinian 
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Revolution, [Israelis] will not be able to harm the revolution in the immediate 
future; nor will they be able to harm it anytime between the immediate and the 
long term future. 


[Question] Tunisia still has relations with the Europe's Common Market. What has 
Tunisia gained from these relations? What is the background of the crisis that 
recently befell the relationship between Tunisia and this market? 


[Answer] We have an agreement with the European Market that was signed in 1975. 
This agreement is one of mutual interests. Quite frankly, however, the European 
party, which is economically and financially more powerful, did not honor all the 
terms of this agreement. Therefore, you will find that occasionally we have 
difficulties, especially with regard to two important matters. 


The first has to do with marketing a quantity of ready-to-wear clothing, and this 
is not new. 


The second matter has to do with marketing olive oil. 


We still have that problem. We negotiate every year, and we reach an inadequate 
solution that we think is the lesser of two evils. Therefore, we told our fellow 
Algerians and Moroccans that they will have to take a united position at the mee- 
ting of Arab ministers of the economy, which was held last September, so that we 
can induce Europe to adopt the position of the greater Arab Maghreb. As long as 
our Arab economy remains unintegrated and as long as Arab markets remain closed 
to each other for political or bureaucratic reasons, Europe will always actually 
be stronger. 


[Question] What about the role played by the Tunisian-Moroccan committee in this 
matter? 


‘Answer| We prepared a joint report, and we gave it to the Tunisian and Moroccar 
ambassadors in Brussels. They will [in turn] deliver it to those who are 
concerned. 


[Question] Which European party has more influence on Tunisia's relations with 
the market? 


/Answer| France does, as far as textiles are concerned, and Italy, as far as oil 
is concerned. This is because France considers the importation of fabrics, that 
is, ready-to-wear clothing, [a factor that is] exacerbating its unemployment 
problem, especially in northern France. 


And Italy considers Tunisia's olive oil a commodity that competes with its own 
olive oil. 


.] 


| Question | Observers think that developments in the rapprochement between 
Tunisia and Libya have not been adequate. 


'Answer| We would prefer that the development and the improvement take place in 
stages and gradually. 
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| Question | It's been noticed that relations with Algeria have been relatively 
lukewarm for almost half a year. What is the reason for that? 


[Answer] Our colleague Abdelghani was supposed to pay us a visit last February, 
but he did not come because of domestic reasons in Algeria. Cooperation exists in 
Addis Ababa. Naturally, this [situation] has its influence, but I wish there were 
no influence. Our position is neutral and fundamental. We want normal relations 
with Algeria and with Morocco. It is in the interests of Algerians and Moroccans 
that we be neutral so we can make a contribution to the effort to bring us closer 
together and to devise solutions [to our common problems}. However, I believe 
that these relations are only slightly and are temporarily lukewarm. In fact, the 
word, lukewarm, is an exaggerated description of the situation. I have constant 
telephone communicacions with my Algerian colleague. Therefore, relations are not 
lukewarm, but there are Algerian questions about our position which will become 
clearer in time. 


8592 
CSO: 4504/444 
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TUNISIA 


ARAB POLICY ON U.S., OPPOSITION RELATIONS DISCUSSED 
Paris AL-DUSTUR in Arabic No 244, 26 Jul 82 pp 28, 29 


[Interview with Minister of Information Tahar Belkhodja by Hassunah al-Misbahi: 
"Tahar Belkhodja Tells AL-DUSTUR, ‘History Will Not Forgive the Arabs for Their 
Silence about What Is Happening in Lebanon' "; date and place not specified] 


[Text | Mr Tahar Belkhodja, Tunisia's minister of information is a member of the 
post-independence Destourian party. He is described by some people as the "par- 
ty's rebel." Belkhodja was dismissed from his political positions on numerous 
occasions because his opinions and positions sometimes contradicted the general 
line of the Destourian Socialist party. In the late sixties Belkhodja was 
imprisoned because of his opposition to Ahmed Ben Salah's socialist policy. At 
that time some of his opponents had accused him of plotting to overthrow the 
regime. In 1977 Belkhodja opposed Nouira's inflexible policy, and he confronted 
Mohamed Sayah, who was then the president of the party. Sayah was then advocating 
the need to fight trade unions and the opposition "'to preserve the dignity of the 
party and the state." When Mr Mohamed Mzali became prime minister, he appointed 
Belkhodja minister of information. At the present time Belkhodja is considered 
one of the most important politicians [in Tunisia]. He is an enthusiastic 
advocate of the "liberalization" policy, and he supports the need for the 
existence of other political movements in addition to the Destourian Socialist 
party. The most important points of the dialogue AL-DUSTUR conducted with Mr 
Tahar Belkhodja were: Tunisia's Arab policy; Tunisia's positions on the Lebanese 
and Palestinian question; Tunisia's relations with her neighbors, with political 
movements and with the opposition in Tunisia; and the problem of democracy. 


[Question | Mr Minister, let us begin first with the present Arab situation be- 
cause it is a serious one. Many people, especially those who say that Tunisia 
does not have an Arab policy, have been surprised by the numerous positions that 
Tunisia has recently assumed on what is happening in Lebanon and in the Middle 
East in general. This is the question: Is there a new Arab policy in Tunisia, or 
do recent positions -ustrate a policy that has been in existence but has not 
had an opportunity to come out? 


fAnswer|] The political positions of the Tunisian government on current Arab con- 
ditions have been bold. This is because the principal Arab question--and I mean 
the question of Palestine--has reached a level of seriousness that requires 
boldness, courage and clarity. Most people know that Tunisia has always abided by 











clear principles in its policy. These principles are mutual respect and solida- 
rity with our brothers, based not on emotions, but rather on candor, truth and a 
sense of responsibility. In past years this policy has caused Tunisia to have 
some disputes with Arab countries. But I believe that the present stage requires 
that we overcome all these differences and all these struggles. It is normal for 
one's opinions and positions to vary, and it is normal that one's policies should 
differ. But it is not normal for Arabs to ignore their central question, the 
Palestinian question. The struggle against Israel requires Arab solidarity and 
expedient actions that are comparable to the expedient statements that are being 
made. There must also be tolerance. For if we continue to fight and to struggle 
among ourselves, we will never be able to achieve victory over our enemy. The 
Palestinian Revolution has demonstrated steadfastness and courage which Arab 
regimes have not shown. Palestinians preferred death to surrender. This is a 
lesson; it is a major lesson for all Arabs. Here in Tunisia we wanted to respond 
appropriately to the suffering of the Palestinian and Lebanese people. We will 
not stand hand tied in front of one of the most horrible crimes of this century. 
There have been numerous actions on all levels ever since events [in Lebanon } 
began. President Bourguiba called upon Arab presidents and kings to put an end to 
all their differences and devote their attention to the Palestinian question. 
Time goes by quickly, and history will not forgive the Arabs for their silence 
about what is happening in Lebanon. We here in Tunisia think that the time has 
come for reconsidering numerous things so that the Arabs can be in step with the 
age and respond appropriately to the questions they are facing. Tunisia has not 
changed its policy; Tunisia adjusts its policy according to conditions. Our 
policy is an Arab policy, and it can be nothing but an Arab policy. We respect 
the people and the leaders of confrontation countries, and as they say, they have 
a better understanding of their situation than we do. Therefore, we do not make 
hasty judgments, and we never judge anyone. I believe that the summit meeting 
which President Bourguiba has called for around the middle of this month is an 
expression of our loyalty to the Palestinian question, our devotion to Arab 
causes and our concern for ending all disputes that are impeding Arab solidarity 
and Arab unity. 


[Question] Political observers are talking these days about the possibility that 
relations between Tunisia and the United States may change because of what is 
happening in Lebanon. Does this change mean a break in diplomatic relations for 
example? 


Answer} Relations between Tunisia and the United States have always been based 
on mutual respect. The United States has always respected Tunisia and its posi- 
tions, and Tunisia has maintained good relations with the United States, relying 
on the so-called global reality. For the United States is a superpower and can 
influence events everywhere in the world. This does not mean, however, that we 
are subordinate to the United States or to any other country. This time we 
declared quite openly that we were not in agreement with the United States, and 
we also condemned the U.S. veto. President Bourguiba sent two letters to Presi- 
dent Reagan declaring our opposition to the United States' anti-Arab policy. At 
the same time, we asked U.S. officials to stop their support for Israel because 
that support was causing serious damage to world peace. I believe that in the 
future our positions will be consistent with those of the principal question, 
that is, the Palestinian question. We have not given up hopeon the fact that U.S. 
policy might change, but at the same time, we remain vigilant in facing all 
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challenges. As Arabs, we will always assume those positions that will be dictated 
to us by our conscience and our people. 


[Question | Observers of Tunisia's foreign policy notice that Tunisia has two 
policies: one policy for the United States and the countries of the gulf and 
Saudi Arabia, and another for Europe--France in particular--and the countries 
that have been called the Steadfastness and Opposition Front countries. Have 
these two policies been agreed upon by the ruling regime or do they illustrate 
contradiction and conflict within the system of government? 


Answer | Political principles require that any state deal with the political 
realities of the region and of the world. In Tunisia we decided a long time ago 
to deal with all people and with all countries--eastern or western--on the basis 
of our general interests. We've also taken advantage of existing conflicts 
between the eastern camp and the western camp and between the United States and 
Europe. We've called this policy a balanced policy. But this policy will never 
place Tunisia inside anyone's sphere of influence. Besides, we've also been 
seeking what we call moderation. We are against extremism. We are against lateral 
struggles, and we are against destructive rancor. This is what made Arabs trust 
us, and the presence of the Arab League in Tunisia is the best evidence of that. 


‘Question| Tunisia is one of the few countries of the Third World that has not 
been involved in border wars even though its disputes with its neighbors have 
sometimes been very vehement. Is this due, as some people claim, to military weak- 
ness, or is it one of the principles of Tunisia's policy vis a vis its neighbors? 


‘Answer}] The main principle in Tunisia's policy is to serve Arabs and Muslims 
wherever and whoever they are. Tunisia has always wanted to bring the countries 
of the Arab Maghreb together and to settle differences by peaceful means and nego- 
tiations. Tunisia has tried to establish cordial and friendly relations with all 
its neighbors. We know that unless we work together, we will not develop 
economically, socially and culturally in the Arab Maghreb. We are not to work 
together in an emotional reaction or as a result of passionate agitation. We must 
rather work together on the basis of the principle of integration and the 
principle of preserving the entity and traditions of each country. This is our 
policy, and regardless of conditions and circumstances, it will not change. We 
refuse to use violence to settle disputes, and we spurn struggles and strife 
which leave behind nothing but rancor and resentment. The Arab Maghreb will not 
rise unless all parties pledge to settle their disputes through negotiations. 
Tunisia's position on the question of the Sahara has always been a neutral one. 
We think the question of the Sahara is a question for the Maghreb more than it is 
an Arab or an African question. If we want to move ahead, we will have to control 
our emotions and to place the supreme [common] interests above our fondness for 
personal prestige. 


Question! Your Excellency, Mr Minister, now that we have asked you questions 
about the Palestinian question, about Tunisia's Arab policy and about Tunisia's 
relations with her neighbors, let us shift [our attention] to domestic con- 
ditions. Peopl2 coming into Tunisia have noticed--and we have noticed it as 
well--that there is a political mosaic [of some sort] in Tunisiz. There are 
innumerable groups: Maoists, Khomeyni followers, Albanians who admire the ideas 
of Enver Hoxha, Stalinists, etc. These political groups have proliferated in 
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Tunisia. Tunisian citizens are sometimes disturbed by that fact, which is 
completely out of tune with Tunisian reality. What in your opinion is the reason 
for the appearance of such movements, and where do you stand on that matter? 


[Answer] This is normal. I would say that there is no reason for being distur- 
bed. Tunisia is a country that developed rapidly. In a period not more than 25 
years Tunisian society experienced many adventures, became aware of new and 
different ideas and found out about about conflicting philosophies and opinions. 
Many young people attended schools and universities and traveled to Europe. Fur- 
thermore, people in Tunisia respect public liberties, and they’ respect 
individuals. This is something that cannot be found in most Third World coun- 
tries. I believe that young people must not be put on trial if they exhibit 
extremism in their conduct and beliefs. This is because young people are going 
through an inevitable stage. Furthermore, these movements that you talked about 
are restricted in time and place. The proper solution [for this] is to let the 
constitution regulate these intellectuai movements so as to keep them away from 
marginal struggles and from illusions and false theories; they can thus become 
accountable to the majority and subject to it. We have begun "training'' ourselves 
by traising people to practice democracy and to respect opposing opinions. We 
have to practice democracy. I believe that political movements and tendencies 
will have to decide on clear objectives and programs, and they will also have to 
become accustomed to spurn emotions and to be governed by reason. The turmoil 
which our young people are going through will be brief. 


I believe that Tunisia will not become a country of extremism and violence 
because the regime we chose is one that is based on the principle of serving 
people and on the principle of democracy. Democracy has become a matter of faith 
and conduct. Countries like Spain and Portugal had to wait many years before 
joining the European bloc because of the dictatorship [they had], and when they 
got rid of their dictatorships, doors were opened to them. We have to adopt this 
principle: democracy in government is the road to unity. People want democracy, 
and we do not have the right to keep them from having democracy. By the year 2000 
the population of the Arab Maghreb will be 200 million people. We have to lead 
them gradually into a new political situation and into an economic, social and 
cultural situation that is consistent with the new reality. This is the only 
guarantee for the area's invulnerability. It is the only way the area can be 
protected from interventions, adventures and ambitions. 

‘Question] You were an enthusiastic supporter of [the notion] that the existence 
of an opposition in Tunisia was necessary. Quite candidly, Mr Tahar Belkhodja, 
now that an opposition does exist in Tunisia and now that this opposition can 
express its ideas and opinions, what is your evaluation of it? Will you sanction 
new political movements in the future just as you sanctioned the communist party? 


‘Answer! We have not yet achieved stability of principles and opinions. We have 
to wait for the next few months until the new political situation becomes clear 
and the coexistence of political groups becomes subject to the constitution and 
the law. On numerous occasions the president had announced that there would be no 
retreat from the principle of pluralism. We have benefited from the lessons of 
the past; we've stayed away from a policy of violence and inflexibility; and 
we've shunned the course of disposing of accounts. The opposition in Tunisia is 
nothing more than a normal phenomenon. It is one of the factors prodding the 
majority that is in power to think, to be firm and to be earnest. 
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[Question] The opposition says that you have not yet closed the existing rift 
within the party. 


[Answer] All parties have struggles and disputes, and within all political par- 
ties there are conflicting groups, tendencies and positions. However, there is a 
general error that is observed by everyone. The general course for our party at 
the present stage is democracy, and the democratic trend is the trend that is 
prevalent now. 


[Question] Some people call you the party's rebel. You actually left the party 
twice {in the past] because of your opposition to the general course of the party. 


[| Answer | Every politician has to go through difficult periods. He has to 
experience success and failure. Many politicians in Tunisia have failed, and this 
too is normal. It is true that we have not had physical eliminations [of our 
politicians} and bloody struggles, but we have had disputes within our party over 
the political course and over the country's public policy. I would say that it is 
necessary that politicians who are each other's adversaries coexist under the 
auspices of the [country's] laws and traditions. At any rate, I believe that what 
is useful will survive and what is corrupt will naturally vanish. 


[Question] It is being said that you are one of the few politicians in Tunisia 
who has a clear view of the future. 


[Answer] I would be proud of that if my view of the future were compatible with 
that of the political group which is in power and that which is not in power. My 
view aims at sanctioning democratic practices in all areas. I am against violence 
and against inflexibility. I am for tolerance and for ensuring the confidence of 
all those who live in this country. 
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